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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PRINCIPLES | OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. 
NO. V. 
‘ 
ON THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN LOVE AND JOY. 


TueERE is no doubt that Perfect Love is to be regarded, on the principles : 
of the gospel, as essentially the same thing, or rather as precisely the same 
thing with holiness. Those, therefore, who seek perfect love, may very pro- , 
_perly be considered as seeking holiness; in other words, they seek holiness — 
in the form of perfect love. But there is reason to fear, that some, who, in | 
seeking after perfect love, imagine themselves to be in the right path, mistake 
joy for love ; and are in fact, seeking after a state of highly joyful and raptu- 
rous excitement, instead of true love. It may be important, therefore, on this 
and on some other accounts, to draw the distinction between joy and love. 
And this, we must admit, cannot be easily done without careful consideration. 
But we trust that we look for divine assistance in this and in all other in- 
quiries relating te the great subject of holiness. __ 

We remark, in the first place, that in mental philosophy, the distinction is * 
very properly made between emotions and desires. Now Joy is an emotion, 
and naturally terminates in itself. A person may be joyful; and at the same 
time may remain inactive. He may be wholly taken up with the extatic 
movement of his own feelings, and do nothing for others. But the leading 
characteristic of love, that in particular which distinguishes it from mere Joy, 
is the element of desire. And it is the nature of love, as it is the nature of 
every thing else of which desire is the prominent element, not to stop or 
terminate in itself; but to lead to something else, and to be active for the 


q good of others. This is an important ground of distinction. If Christians 


were filled with joyful feelings merely, they might, being destitute of other 
principles of action, remain slothful at their own firesides, and see the world 
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perish in their sins. But love, on the contrary, is sweetly and powerfully im- 
pulsive ; and constrains us, especially if it be strong, to do good in every pos- 
sible way to our fellow men. . 2 ao 
Seconp. — In the second place, joy may be founded on selfish considera- _ 
tions. But love, certainly that which God recognizes and requires, is always 
benevolent. It is sometimes the case, in consequence of a wrong position of “= 
our minds, that we may even rejoice in the evil or suffering of others. We ny 


= 


= 


child may be defor 


may be very well pleased, very happy, when we see them perplexed, mis- a 
represented, and injured. But it does not appear, how we can at such times | 


be said to love them. Joy, therefore, may go where love will not follow. 
Joy may have a field of action which love has not. Accordingly we can con- 
ceive of the devils rejoicing. They may rejoice, and undoubtedly do rejoice, 
in the misery of each other. It is their nature. Evil is their good. But we 
cannot conceive how they can love. coe 
-'Turrp. — We may remark, in the third place, that in love there 1s always 
something elevating, ennobling, and purifying to the soul. It is the great 
source and fountain of generous and exalted actions. It is the secret and 


powerful spring of religious magnanimity, of holy heroism. But the tendency. 


of joy is, in itself considered and independently of other principles, to create 


in the mind a species of spiritual sensuality. It leads the soul, (at least such - 


is its tendency, unless accompanied by other principles,) to sit quietly and in- 
actively in the easy chair of its own gratification. It thinks too much. of 
itself, to have the power of thinking much of others. Its tendency, therefore, 
in itself considered and independently of other principles of action, is to turn 
the mind off from the highest good. It may even have the effect, (and it is 
believed that the experience of some Christians on this point will confirm the 
statement,) to remove the mind, in some degree, from God himself, and from 
Christ, and from the Holy Ghost, upon whom it ought always to rest. And 
this, certainly, is a result which is greatly to be deplored. — 


Fours. — It will be recollected, in the fourth place, that a leading char- 


acteristic of love, as already has been remarked, is pEsIRE; a state of mind, 


which may very properly be distinguished from an emotion. Accordingly 
we can never love an object, without desiring the good of that object. In the 
exercise of love we carefully notice those occasions, on which we may have 
it in our power to promote the good or happiness of the beloved object ; and 
are faithful to improve them. When our love is decided and strong, we are 
oftentimes much more solicitous to secure the welfare and happinéss of the 


beloved person than our own. The state of mind, as already intimated, is 
not quiescent, but impulsive ; 


it impels to action; and not to selfish, but 
benevolent action. 


Observe the love of a parent to a child. Perhaps the 
med in body or mind, or both. There may be nothing 


especially attractive either in its person, conduct, or prospects. And yet the 
heart of the parent constantly goes out towards the child in acts of kindness. 
And the same may be observed, in a-multitude of cases, on the part of the 


child towards the parent. Some parents are brutish and cruel in their con- 
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duct; their hearts are hardened, perhaps by intemperance; their natural af 
fections are thus blunted ; but their children, notwithstanding this, love them, 
watch over them, and do a multitude of acts, which could. result only trom 
love. It is in accordance with these views, that we find mention in Scripture 


of those who received the word of God with gladness; and yet soon with- 


ered away. And why? Because they had not the root of rove. They 


_ were the subjects of a temporary pleasurable excitement ; but had never eX-_ 


perienced a new direction and vent of the heart. True love, clinging to the 


object of the affections, is permanent ; joy is often evanescent. 


Firru. — We remark further, as a natural consequence of what has been 
said, that the love of God, as it exists in the minds of those who are his devo- 
ted followers, always inquires after his will. It does not ask after ease, 
pleasure, reward ; nor, on the other hand, does it ask after trial, suffering, 


and contempt; it merely asks after the Father’s will. Its language is that of | 


the Saviour, when he says, “ Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.” And as in 


~ common life we think much of a person that is beloved, and desire his favor 


and approbation ; so in regard to God, if we truly love him, he will be very | 
much in our thoughts, and his approbation and favor will be to us of great 
price. Ifhe is the highest object of our love, we shall desire no higher hap- 
piness than that of constant communion with him, and of being always united — 
to him by oneness of will. Thus we may be said to be in him, and he in us; 
and that eternal rest of the soul, which constitutes the true heaven, will be 


commenced here. Then we shall have the true joy, calm, deep, unchangea- 


ble. Loves goes before ; joy comes after. Love is the principle of action ; 


joy is the reward. Inthe spiritual tree of life, love is the nutritive sap, the 


permeating and invigorating power, that flows through the body and the soul 


of man; joy is one of its beautiful fruits and flowers. If, therefore, love is 


strong, joy will never fail us. But, on the other hand, if love is wanting, there 
can be no joy, except that joy of the world, which worketh death, In view 


of what has been said, a number of remarks may be made. | 


(1.) If we are holy, in other words, if we love God with all our heart, we 
shall read the Bible much; it will be very precious to us; because it shows 
to us the will of God. - It will be our constant inquiry, (and we shall learn it 
chiefly by having the Bible open before us,) What will our heavenly Father 
have us to 


(2.) Our religious course wil be a consistent, stable one. Our rule of ac- 


tien will be the will of God ; our principle of action will be the love of God. 
. And as the will of God is fixed, and is made known to us in various ways, 
especially in his holy word, we shall endeavor to discharge it at all times 
humbly and faithfully, without regard to those temporary and changing feel- 
~ ings which too often perplex the religious life. 


(3.) We shall not fail of any consolation, which is needful for us. It be- 


- longs to the very nature of desire, that, when the desire is gratified, we are 


more or less happy. Accordingly in exercising love to God, the leading ele- 


ment of which is desire, and in doing and suffering his holy will, in accord- 
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‘merely to do and suffer the will of God, we shall certainly, except in those 
~ cases, where God, by a special act of sovereignty, withdraws consolation in 


she will pardon the liberty thus taken, The date is April 6, 1841. 


ance with such desire, we cannot be otherwise than happy in a considerable 
degree. If we seek joy or happiness as an ultimate object, we cannot fail, on 
religious principles, to miss of it. If, under the promptings of love, we seek 
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order to try our faith, possess all that consolation, which will be needful. And i 
jn the case which has just been mentioned, if our faith, still trusting in the | ee 
‘beloved object, sustains the terrible shock of apparent desertion,(aswhenour = 
‘Saviour exclaimed, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”) we shall 4 
soon find abundant consolation returning. | 
Finally, when true love exists in the heart, we shall ever be in a humble, ~ es 
inquiring state of mind. We shall ever be willing to sit at the feet of Jesus. oe 
and learn of him. We shall not be discontented with our lot; however poor 7 
or sick or unhoused we may be; but shall be anxious merely, that we may 
beholy init | | | A. K. 
For the Guide to Christian Peenedioh 
LETTER FROM A LADY. 


Cory of a letter from a female belonging to a Baptist church in Massachu- 
setts, to. one of our clergymen. The young lady is a teacher in one of the 
first Female Seminaries in our country, and experienced the blessing of en- 
tire sanctification while attending a camp-meeting at Eastham, in the sum-  S 
mer of 1838. Thus occupying a responsible station, and consecrating her 
entire self to the Saviour, she is eminently qualified for usefulness, The in- : 
sertion of this copy will be altogether unexpected on her part, but it is hoped | 


Curist1an Broruer, — Having been absent from town, I did 
not receive your very kind letter until to-day. I feel grateful for 
the assurance that I am not forgotten, especially as it awakens the 
hope that when supplication is made at the throne of grace, for - 
unworthy, weak and ignorant disciples of Christ, I may be’ then 
remembered. In answer to your inquiries, I trust] can say,I 
still feel it is the “Christian’s privilege to abide in Christ.2. Free 
joice in “the fulness of his salvation.” With humility and self- | 
abasement, I would acknowledge the wonderful mercy and un-— “ 
changing love of God, in that he has not left me without an ~ +.. 


evidence that in me “his love has been perfected.” 
I bear this testimony, 


ever before ; yet I thi 
it is my privilege to i 
it is all of grace — fr 


Every time 
such language seems to mean more than , 
nk the Spirit bears witness within me that % 
ndulge the pleasing hope that it is true. But 
ee grace! lam surprised that any one can 
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for a moment believe that a hope so divine is calculated. to foster. 
pride or a feeling of self dependence, since all the glory of this. 


present salvation belongs to Christ, as muchas that of final sal- 
vation. You ask whether I have “ ‘made advances in conformity 
to Christ.” [am at a loss how to reply. Privileged with such a 
‘book of precepts and promises as the Bible, and with such an in- 
terpreter as the Holy Spirit, its great author, I wonder I cannot 
unhesitatingly say, | am advancing, even rapidly, i in the divine 


life. I hope, however, my way is onward and upward. At the 


close of every day | feel more capable of serving God than the day 


before ; and sometimes even in the course of an hour, my heart is - 
sO enlarged that I feel as if it would not be full, if I did not love. 
God more than | did an hour before. Iam aware these are sim-— 


ple expressions, but I find it difficult to express heavenly feelings 
by earthly language. These seasons in which I have been con- 
scious of receiving much strength in a short time, are not always 


during the performance of religious duties, so called : (I am, how- | 


ever, almost persuaded to believe that all duties are religious :) but 
often when engaged in the common avocations of life. Since 
“the life that L Eve is not of myself,” and divine grace assists me 


to perform duty ‘as to the Lord,” every thing presents a religious. 


aspect. Nature. is, as it were, transparent, s showing through its 
outward surface the hand of a great Designer. Material things 
bear a spiritual stamp. Events even the most minute, no ‘longer 
appear accidental. ‘The Lord is ever with me. This moment I 
feel he owns me, so unworthy, as one of his own children. Once, 
‘I did not feel so, except in seasons of special enjoyment ; now it 


is abiding. O yes, I do feel now more confidence in the hope 
that I am advancing, or rather am being advanced towards the - 


heavenly Jerusalem. I seem like a babe carried in the arms of 
my Saviour, or, if at any time trying to walk in the narrow way, 
upheld by his powerful hand, rather than like one able to run the 
Christian race. I hope I am in the right path. One evidence 
on which my hope rests 1s, that it “ shines brighter and brighter,” 
and seems to be leading to perfect day. The Lord has been gra- 
cious, not only in watering my soul with his rich grace, but in 
sending out his light and truth among the dear people with whom 
I am connected. Several of the sisters are favorably disposed 
towards the doctrine of Christian Perfection, and I hope one or 
two have experienced the blessing. We do not meet with oppo- 
sition; there is no excitement; but the truth seems to be working 
‘silently, though I hope effectually. We are in the habit of hold- 
ing meetings for prayer, as you suggested in your letter; and 
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though sometimes but two are thus met together, we feel a confi- 


dence in pleading the promise. I have become some acquainted 


with sister H., a member of the Methodist Church, and occasion- 
ally meet with sister B., when I stray into a class meeting ; both 
of whom appear interested in the subject. 

A few months after my mind was brought into the full liberty 
of the gospel, I subscribed for Zion’s Herald, in order to avail 


myself of the articles inserted upon the subject of sanctification. 


There I saw the prospectus for the periodical * you mention, and — 


have taken it ever since its commencement. It has been indeed 
a “guide” to inexperienced travellers like me. I enjoy such kind 


of reading better than any other. One sentence, breathing the 
spirit of holiness, I find more profitable, than pages, such I should 


once have considered truly religious. The “ Herald” furnishes 


weekly, some delicious crumbs ; the “Guide” brings a rich month- 


ly repast ; and more than all, the Bible supplies an unfailing store 
of, I had almost said, angel’s food. It would be strange indeed 


‘if I did not grow some; it is strange I do not increase more 
_ rapidly in knowledge, devotedness, and every Christian grace. 
But notwithstanding these things, I often feel the need of some 


counsellor who knows by experience that the blood of Jesus 1s 


able to “cleanse from all unrighteousness,’ and who has been a 


long time in this way. I think iteis my desire to be conformed 


entirely to the image of Christ. I would not be contented with — 
the name of Christian, nor with the hope of being a Christian; I 


wish to be all that God requires. I thank you for the interest 
you express in my spiritual welfare. 1 should very highly prize 
any thing from you by way of counsel or encouragement. If, in 
this communication, you perceive any thing, either in spirit or 
doctrine, which you think erroneous, or any appearance of ten- 
dency to error, I should be obliged if you-will inform me. I wish 


~ to be “ reproved, rebuked, exhorted.” Pray for me, that’ T ma 


be useful and kept by the power of God. I have much faith 5; 


the efficacy of prayer. Questions connected with the subject of — 


sanctification and a holy life, have occasionally arisen in my mind, 
which I have been unable to answer. It was my intention to 
avail myself of this opportunity, to ask your opinion respecting 
pa of ripe but my sheet is nearly filled, and I have not room 
1 must ask you to excuse the length of this epistl it 


to inquiries concerning my religious feelings, must be my 


apology. 
Respectfully, 
* Guide to Christian Perfection. 


But the consideration that it is an answer 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. | 
SACRED MEDITATIONS. 
a Unto thee, O God, do I lift up my soul.” 2 


To thee, O God, to thee, do I turn my “thoughts. To thy be- 


ing, thy existence, thy power, thy goodness, and thy glory. How 
can | comprehend thee? am lost in thy eternity. I cannot fix 


my thoughts upon thy boundless being. It is a great deep, into 


which I-cannot descend. How shall I measure thy power? To 
what compare thine arm? What hand but ¢hine, could stretch 
- out the heavens, and move the planets in their circles, and hold 


the sun immovable? What voice but thine could say, Let there 
be light? Thy greatness, O God, is unsearchable. When I view 
thy heavens, (which I love to look at, for they seem nearer to 


thee, than the earth,) the changing clouds, the softening light of 


evening, the golden streams of sunset, stretching far and wide, i 
like thine extended arms of mercy ; when I sit and look up, and 


trace thy glory in the visible heavens, my soul, thow knowest, is 


filled with wonder, love and praise. I am, as it were, caught up. 
I penetrate beyond the veil, and refresh myself in the holy atmos- 
phere of heaven. -Thou art holy,O God. What thought of thee 
do I love more than this? Evil cannot dwell with thee. Thou 
canst not be sullied. Holy, holy, holy Lord God; as such I do 


love to think of thee. My heart is made better, by the thought ~ 
_ of thy holiness. And I love to think, that where thou art, evil: 


cannot come. I love to gaze upon the throne of thy holiness. 


_ By what shall I measure its outstretching glory? I love to think 


upon the holy beings, the angels, and archangels, that bow before 
thee, and do thy bidding, with purest, sweetest, firmest love and 


joy. And I love to look forward, and behold myself there, one of 


the company of the redeemed ones, circled round by thy elory, — 

a glory which makes the sun dim. Yes, thou hast offered 
heaven tome. ‘To me, once an alien, a rebel. There is a door, 
whereby I can enter in. I come as one of the lambs of Jesus’ 
fold, bought, and fed, and nourished by him. By him, who 1s, 


himself the Lord of slory, and the light'of heaven. Thus am I 
made welcome into heaven. O God, I think of thee, I praise 


thee, as the God and Father of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
I know thee, I can comprehend thee, as thou art revealed through 
him, a God of love. O, how does thy love, as seen in Jesus, 
move and melt my heart! It takes captive my soul. I am won 
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over to thee. I praise thee, as the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Thou hast said, This 1s my name 


for ever. What thou wert to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, I 


can read and understand. And what thou art to me, my soul 
knoweth. To Abraham, thou dost declare thyself, Almighty 
God, and with the same breath demand of him to walk with thee 


and be perfect. Blessed command! And did not Abraham walk. 


with God? Did not Abraham love God, with a perfect heart? 


Did not Jacob plead, and prevail. with God? O, my soul, what 
, a lesson is here for thee! Here is. displayed the condescending 


God, the God of love. Thus will I meditate of God. It isa 


practical lesson. It is good to meditate on all the works of God, 


above, below, and all around us. It is good to tell over all his 


‘names, and dwell upon his attributes. — Our minds enlarge in the 
contemplation. But to know God, as our God, our reconciled — 


Father, our Redeemer, this is bliss, this is purity. Bliss, which 
cannot be expressed. It must remain untold, until we strike our 
harps in heaven. And then, each touch, each strain will still 
awaken sweeter, loftier strains, and echo back increasing bliss to 


“ My beloved is mine, and Iam his.” 


‘Come now, my soul, and in the silent hour of meditation, repeat 
_ thy vows to Jesus ; renew thy consecration, and claim Him as thy 


Saviour and thy Friend. Thou hast drawn me.to thee, O Jesus, 


with cords of love, and therefore am I thine. I feel the chains of © 
love wound closely around my heart, and as with a three fold — 
cord, | am bound to thee. Thow hast loved me. All heaven is 


witness. ‘Thou art there for ever with the insignia of the Lamb. 


Earth, earth is witness of thy love. Thy weary footsteps have - 


trodden on its sin polluted:soil ; thy life blood is mingled with our 
earth; thy sighs and groans have reverberated in our air, and O 
how often have thy words of love and mercy flowed out, and fal- 
len on the ear of sinful man. I seem to hear thee. I seem to 
see thee. It is, as if thou thyself wert here conversing with me. 
I sit down at thy feet, like penitent Mary, and bathe them with 


my tears. . Oh, that I should ever have sinned against thee! But 
_ thou dost wipe away my tears, and make me feel how 


art to forgive. Who knows how to forgive as he whose nature 


is love?) Thus am I drawn and chained to thee by love. O 


draw closer and closer the chains that bind me to thyself, and as 


a jealous husband, watch around my heart, and let no other love. 


intrude. Keep me a chaste virgin, espoused alone to thee. 


happy thou | 


to my soul, will betroth thee unto me for ever.” And 
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thine? no longer my own? Have I no interest for self, no anx- _ 
ious thought, or care for self? No wish, no desires separate from 


thine? When I mourn and weep, is it because Zion languishes ?- 
When I rejoice, is my rejoicing in the Lord, and in the triumphs 


of his cause? Is my life, my whole being, so identified with © 
Christ, that I can say, “for me to live is Christ?” Oh, it is 


when the soul feels thus, and acts thus, that she can say, My be- 


loved is mine, and I am his. Jesus mine! Almighty love then 


will guard me. Almighty power protect me. I am safe. A 


host of devils cannot harm me. Jesus mine! O, I will repeat -- 


it, and dwell upon the thought, and I will claim the blessedness 
of being his. At evening, at morning, and at noon, I will repeat 


it, My beloved is mine, andIamhis. P. L. U. 


For the ceive to Christian Perfection. 


A LETTER. 


Dear Breturen, — Through the grace of God, the work of 
holiness is steadily progressing. Those who have been blest are 


holding fast their confidence, and others are groaning for the 


blessing, with the gracious promise, that “they shall be filled.” 
My own soul is sharing largely in this gracious revival of apos- 


tolic holiness. And you may judge that others are awakening, 


when, with a little extra effort, I send for six new subscribers with 


~cash in hand. O! this is a glorious day —a day, | 


be Which kings and prophets waited for, 
But died without the sight.” eee 


“Glory to God in the: highest ; on earth peace.” I bless God 
that my lot was cast among a people who believe in a full and 
Jree salvation ; had it not been for this, I might have been a poor 
miserable backslider from God. But for nine years and nine 
months I have lived by faith on the Son of God. Yes, brethren, I 
believe ; blow high, or blow low, feeling or no feeling, life or | 


death, prosperity or adversity, all, all, is alike to my unyielding © 


hold on the blood of the everlasting covenant. ‘ Hallelujah, the 
Lord Jehovah reigneth ; let the earth be glad ; let the inhabitants 
of the rock shout,” for the lion of the tribe of Judea hath opened 
the book and loosed the seals, for. Methodists, Baptists, Presby-_ 
terians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, and all that love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, to look into the perfect law of lib- 
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erty, and continue therein through all the days of our sojourn 
on earth. Glory, glory! my glad soul cries out. Ride on, ride 


on, thou Prince of Peace‘ 
The Guide, under God, is guiding many to the harbor of safety. 
May it long live to bless the church and the WOM 2 
Yours in love, 
North Castine, Me., March 13, 1841. 


ae _ For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


‘THE GLORY OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


Tue subject of entire sanctification is one which the New Tes- 
-tament dwells much‘upon in exhortations, commands and promi- 
ses, clearly presented and strongly applied in addresses to the 
heart, and mind. They are all placed upon the merit of the 
atoning blood and the possibility and necessity of being saved 
from sin, immediately. In this work there is great glory ; and 
beauty, and honor and blessedness; yet great as they are, it is 
our high and holy privilege. The glory of this grace of entire 
sanctification is peculiar and heavenly in its character ; and God- 
like in its tendency. Its glory consists in its partaking largely of 


Heaven, and Heaven’s happiness. Viewed in any other light its” 
glory is comparative, excelling many other blessings. It exceeds 


in glory the forgiveness of sins, as it purifies the heart and includes 
pardon. Its glory excels regeneration in as much as it completes 


the work of holiness in the soul and cleanses the part that was. 


not cleansed. This grace brings unutterable glory into the soul, 
Changing it into the same image from glory to glory even as by the 


Spirit of the Lord. Glory to God in the highest Heavens, for 


entire sanctification! Amenand Amen. 


THE APPLICA'FION OF THE ATONEMENT BY THE SPIRIT. 


Tue atonement is the grand foundation of all holiness in us; 
_ .+and aside from it no man could be saved from sin here, or from 

hell hereafter. Faith in the atoning blood is indispensably ne- 
Cessary to our present and eternal salvation; but the Holy Spirit 
is to be honored in the great work of our salvation. for it is the 
Spirit that taketh the things of the Father and showeth them to us ; 
the Spirit convinceth. 


anoints, seals, and qualifies holy men for their work in the Lord. 


The Holy Ghost renews, establishes, 
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He appropriates the atoning blood in its rich benefits to the soul, and 


sustains in every trial which the believer is called to pass through. 


The religion of the gospel is emphatically spiritual and is of the 


Spirit of God ; and this is the reason why there is so much said of 
the - Spirit, and why the gospel is by the Apostle called the spirit 


of life in Christ Jesus. The Spirit is the agency that conveys to. 
the heart the security which the atonement has provided. That 


Christian, or Christian minister who does not honor the Holy Spirit, 


is dry, inactive, and to a great extent useless ; he that fears, or 
through unbelief does not give the Spirit the credit due, is dishon- 
oring God in his work. It is not unfrequently the case that so — 


much infidelity reigns in Christians that they are fearful that if 
they say much about the Spirrr, they will be looked upon as 


fanatics. Such persons have yet to learn that Bible religion nev- 
er did and never will suit an infidel disposition. Let us pray for 
80 much of the Spirit as to be nine to talk about it. 


GRACE AND GLORY IN THIS WORLD. 


By orace we understand the favor of God, shown in such divine 
influence of the Spirit as writes pardon on the heart and purifies 


the soul; and by glory, that joy in the Holy Ghost which par- 


takes of Heaven and heavenly happiness, and honor that comes 


from God, and beauty that nothing but the fulness of God can 


give, That erace and glory are given in this world in the sense 


above named we think the scriptures give ample proof: — “The 
_ Lord God is a sun and shield, he will give grace and glory,” &c. 
Jesus, in prayer to the Father, after, and in “addition to the prayer . 
for their sanctification, said, “ The glory thou givest me, I have — 
given them; that they may be one even as we are one.” St. 


Peter said they rejoiced ‘‘ with joy unspeakable and full of glory ;” 
and St. Paul said, that “‘ whom He justified them he also glorified,” 


1. €. SO far as to give them the qualifying glory to prepare them 


for the discharge of their Christian duties. Many other portions 
of scripture speak to the same point. The glory may be increas- 
ing for ever; although, in this world, we may not have it so far as 
it includes } joy ; ; yeta fulness of humility, submission, and meek- 
ness, and of love that would obey unto death, may be constant, 
with abiding confidence in God, by means of certain promises 


fixed upon by faith, such as fr eedom from sin, the blood of 


Christ cleanseth from all sin, ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. Claim the whole promise, and give glory to God and the 


Lamb. A. D. Sareranrt. 


Oct. 30, 1840. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN. 


To be a perfect Christian, does it preclude a growth wis 
growth in grace? It is an absolute command made to every 
Christian, “Grow in grace.” Now if the perfect Christian could 


not grow in grace, he would be placed in circumstances where he 
could not obey one of the most imperious commands of Jehovah. — 
But this is not the fact. The holy Christian is the best prepared 


to obey fully this command. He only can do it. — 


How is it possible for an individual who is constantly sinning» 
gecting it, 


and repenting, sometimes doing duty, sometimes ne 
how is it possible for such to increase in the image 


nd favor of 


God? What they gain, they lose, and never arrive at maturity ; 
and if they even retain in any measure, a sense of God’s favor, 


they are nothing more than babes in Christ. They are always 
feeble and sickly, and while in this state, they never “‘ become 


strong in the Lord.” The spiritual strength of the true Chris- 
tian they have not, hence they are always weak and languishing. — 
-How many who start well, are soon “turned aside.” ‘Ye did 
run well, who did hinder you?”’ How many who “ begin in the - 


spirit end in the flesh?” How many who apparently begin well 


in religion, soon turn back to perdition? And even how many | ‘ 
who still retain their standing in the church of Christ, are living | 


weights to their brethren, and are constantly hindering the work 


_,of God? And how many such are opposed to the doctrine of . 
Christian holiness? They tell us that if they were holy they could 


no longer “ grow in grace ;” still they are not growing in grace as 
commanded, and in many instances they are going back into the 


_ “beggarly elements” of the world. How few make any calcula- 


tion on going “on to perfection ?”” How few seem to think that 
it is their duty and privilege to be saved from sin in this world ? 


_ How many are contented to live in sin, while they oppose those 
who are striving to obtain or retain “ perfect love?”’ And still. 


they would make us believe that if we were saved from sin, we 
could no longer make advancement in Christian experience ; that 


we had arrived at the acme of Christian attainments. How pre- 


posterous such a sentiment. 


it is high time the Christian church opened her e es fully to 
this subject. It is time she looked at it full in the chen aiid 
awoke to her duty. The Christian church will never make. that 
advancement in holiness which she might, till she is saved from 
ain. Then she will be just prepared to grow — to increase in all 
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Personal Experience. x! 
wisdom and godliness. Then will she “run and not be weary, 
walk and not faint.” Instead of not being able to advance in 


‘the knowledge and favor of »God, when sin has been destroyed 


the Christian will thus advance to all eternity. He will ever be— 
approximating towards the perfection of Deity, yet never reach- 


‘ing it. There will be room for an eterna! progression in holiness, 


still never arriving at absolute perfection. This belongs only to 


God, and therefore, not to man. 


Let Christians seriously and prayerfully consider this subject. 
Let them only stand on holy ground, and certainly this is possi- 
ble, what advancement would they make in spiritual attainments ? . 


The sow would be filled and enlarged — filled and enlarged, and 


God would possess every power and faculty. God help us to 


seek for this great blessing ! RW A 
_Easiford, Conn. | 


For the Guide to ‘Peviection, 


PERSONAL Cit. 


[ have been for more than twenty years a professed follower of | 
Christ.” It pleased the Lord, after many and strong temptations 
to despair of his mercy, to give me a clear view of the way of sal- 


— vation by a crucified Saviour, which view brought such a peace to 


my soul, that I thought I never more should doubt. Although I 
have never since indulged in those distressing apprehensions of 
my spiritual ‘state, with which many apparently devoted Chris- 


‘tians seem to be troubled, yet, I have had much occasion to 
-mourn over a backshiding heart, and my course has been like 


most professed Christians, that of sinning and repenting ; and 
when I have heard Christians despair of getting beyond this state 
in this life, [ never could ‘feel faulty satisfied that it must be so. 
At one time my atiention was much aroused, by hearing a Metho- 
dist preacher at a class meeting relate the exercises of his mind. 
{ thought if this is the privilege “of one, it must be of all. I could 


not rest until I sought and enjoyed a greater degree of the pres- 


ence of God. Since that time my + has been more favorably 


impressed with the doctrine of. sanctification. At one season, 
after a deep sense of the unreconciliation of my heart under some 
peculiar trials, I was enabled’ by earnest prayer, to feel such an 
entire renunciation of my own will, that | could rejoice in every 


dispensation of Providence toward me, whether prosperous or ad- 
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verse, and wished only to live to do the will of God. I felt that 
nothing short of entire conformity to the will of God could satisfy 
‘me, and I could not but believe God was able and willing to 
‘satisfy these desires. But for want of proper instruction, and a 
fear of expressing all I felt, lest I should be thought self-confident, 
I did not emerge fully into the blessed liberty of the gospel. By 
unbelief, and the fear of man,*I lost in a degree that sweet com- 
munion with heaven, which, for a long time I enjoyed, and often 
mourned over a stupid and unreconciled heart. Though I enjoy- 
ed a comfortable hope, and many precious seasons, yet there was 
an inconstancy in my faith, which I was sensible was not in ac- 
cordance with the Bible. I felt deeply the need of a more ele- 
vated faith and piety in myself, and in the church generally. _ 
_A little more than a year since, while brought low by a linger- 
ing illness, I was brought to a deep sense of my ingratitude and 
unbelief, in not living up to the light I had received. I felt it 
would be just in God now to leave me in darkness until death, 
and I could ask for nothing but submission to his holy will. A 
view of the Saviour however, calmed my fears, and enabled me 
to look with composure at death, because it would release me 
_ from a possibility of again dishonoring him. ‘The prospect of a 
partial restoration to health brightened, but the thought of living 
at the same half-hearted rate as formerly, was truly painful. | 
found I was not wholly dead to the world. About this time, I 
was favored with an interview with one who enjoyed perfect love. 
By conversing with her, I was led to look at the subject in a 
somewhat different light from before, viz., as possessed and en- 
—joyed by simple faith in Christ, and not by our own efforts. 
Some numbers of the Guide fell into my hands, also the Memoirs 
of J. B. Taylor, which served to increase my interest, although 
there were still difficulties in my mind respecting receiving 
sanctification at once, as I had been accustomed to consider it a _ 
progressive work. But when I opened the Bible with a sincere — 
desire to know the will of God concerning his children on earth, 
and with a determination to receive and acknowledge what I 
should there find to be truth, however it might conflict with my 
own preconceived opinions, or with the opinions of others, my 


difficulties soon vanished, and I could no longer doubt but this 
was his will, even our sanctification, and that it was the duty and 
privilege of every Christian to attain it. Though unbelief would 
often suggest my former failures, notwit 


hstanding all my prayers 
and efforts, and also of those far more devot d . : 
bitterly against themselves, still I felt t Se 


here was safety in trusti 
in the immutable word of God : surely he was faithfal who as 
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promised. I trust I was snubaeil deliberately, not t only j in view of 
sickness and death, but of life and health, to make an unreserved 
consecration of my all to Christ, and to feel that-in whatever 


situation I might be, holiness to the Lord must henceforth be my 


motte. I could now yield myself a willing subject to the sancti- 
fying grace of God, believing he would work in me according to 
the eood pleasure of his will, Soon a heavenly calm possessed 
my mind, a sense of the divine glory surrounded me, and my 


whole soul seemed in sweet harmony with the holiness of God. 


There were no rapturous emotions, but I felt 


“The sacred awe that dares not move, 7 


And all the silent heaven of love. " 


How easy now seemed the divine requirement, to love Him with 
all the heart and my neighbor as myself. I felt a peculiar tender- 


ness of conscience, and feared nothing but to offend my Saviour. 
Being still feeble in body, I could not endure strong mental exer- 
cises, and as the change in my feelings was not sudden, nor char-— 
| acterized by strong emotions, I was soon tempted to doubt, whether 
it was really what I had been. seeking for. I prayed earnestly for 


a fulness of joy, and an undoubted evidence, but the more I sought 
for this, the less my evidence appeared, until I was willing to 
leave all with God, to give either a crumb or a full meal. “My 


peace then returned, and blessed be God, it has continued likea _ 
_ river, to flow broader and deeper to the present time. Never be- 


fore did I feel so much my entire dependence on all-suthicient 
grace, and such a confidence that it would be given in every time 


of need. Like a httle child, | have looked into the Bible for in- 


struction, and O what an inexpressible elory has beamed there- 
from! A new blessedness has appeared while receiving Christ as 
a Saviour from all sin, —a present Saviour, a full Saviour. How 
glorious the consideration to one, who has all her life in some. 


degree been subject to bondage! Truly I can now say the Holy aoe 


Spirit has led me into the truth, and the truth has made me free. 


I no longer feel like a wanderer, but like a child at home. My 


weary soul now rests in Christ, and finds “his yoke easy, and his 
burden light.” With entire confidence can I now commit all 
my interests, temporal and spiritual, into his hands, and feel that 
they are safe. .My greatest desire is to know and to do the will 
of my heavenly Father, and to possess all the mind of Christ. I 


feel deeply interested in the progress of holiness. With all my 


heart can I bid God, speed to those, who are engaged in promogt- 
ing this blessed cause for which the Saviour left the realms ‘of 
glory, suflered, and died, 
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" rejoice that the subject is exciting so much interest in the 
different denominations: of Christians. May the time speedily 


come when all darkness and prejudice shall flee away, and the ; 


Christian church become truly what its great Heal designed — 
« the light of the world.” ' May His kingdom fully come, and His 


will be done on earth even as it is done in Heaven. ) 
A Sister or THe Baptist CuurcH. 


S—e, Me., April, 1841. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
‘SANCTIFICATION. 


~ Dear Brotuer, —It is of vital importance to our cause that 
the Christian public understand what we mean by Christian per- 


fection, entire sanctification, holiness, &c., and also that-there are — 


living witnesses who are ready at any moment, when called upon, 
to testify that they have attained to all that is implied in those 


terms, as we understand them.. Many are ready to admit the ~ 


scripture authority upon which the doctrine rests, but are not as 
yet ready to admit that any Christian has or ever will attain to it. 
It is my conviction that many such have placed the standard too 
high, making it either like that enjoyed’in paradise, or like that 
which we shall enjoy when we arrive'in heaven. When we speak 
of entire sanctification, we mean to point the hearer or reader to 


a state of grace attainable in this life; we do not design to hold — 
it up as an attainment peculiar to the heavenly state; that will 


be a higher perfection than we contend for. What we contend 
for, then, is simply a coming up io gospel requirements ; require- 
ments to be fulfilled in this world ; indeed they are the substance 
of the gospel. Let the honest Christian but ask himself this one 
simple question, What is the design of the gospel in reference to 
-Mme? and when he answers it in the light of truth, he will confess 
his belief in the attainableness of what we term sanctification, in 
this life. An Aposile may be inspired to preach the gospel, may 
be very successful, endowed with power to work miracles, &c., 
and yet not enjoy entire sanctification. It implies the entire ab- 
sence of the old man from the heart, and not merely from the life. 
= aes being like ge in our whole disposition. It implies 
Ire renunciation of the wi ing the wi 

our rule. It implies a 
supply of all our wants. It implj cht ; f 
phes delight in God, a present un- 


> 
ib 
; 
i 
| 
th 
4 
4 
+? 
ti 
> 
a 44 
\ 
i 
= 
ah 
BY) 
ty i. 
This 
mt 
BY 
4 
ioe 
‘ 
‘ 
| 
t 
| 


. Letter- from Bishop Soule. 4] 


speakable | joy in him, by night and day, i in trials and difficulties as 
- well as in prosperity. It ‘implies a death (not a dying) to sin, 
* and a living to God. It implies walking in the light of God’s 
countenance all the day with intimate communion. And I might 
say much more. — Oh how blessed to dwell in Christ, yea to abide 
in him continually. Let the Church but come up to the standard 
of holiness, and all her difficulties and contentions would imme- 
diately cease, and she would “Look forth as the morning, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners,” — 
and become the praise of the whole earth. But in order to do | 
this, individual Christians must be engaged. Reader think of it, 
and may the Holy Ghost fall upon you while you read these clos- 
ing words. I charge you to follow the convictions produced by 
= 3 “and you will be led to the fountain ‘of salvation. — | 
Natick, June, i841. Naruan Rice. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SOULE. - 
To the Icditors of the “Guide to Chri istian Perfection :” 


Dear Breruren,— As it is of the utmost importance for Christians to 
perceive clearly the fulness of their “ligh and holy calling,” as it is set before 
them in the gospel of the grace of God, every help to the attainment of this 
end should be carefully sought and diligently improved. The gospel revele- 
tion itself, as an infallible directory, should be closely and prayerfully studied 

with direct reference to this great interest. It will be found, it is presumed,. 
of no small benefit to those w:.o desire to obtain the fulness of the “ great 
salvation,” even the “loving the Lord their God with all the heart ;” to ex- 
-amine this blessed charter of the Christian’s privileges, with special regard 
to the nature and extent of this “high and holy calling ;” the grounds of secu- 
rity on which it is founded, and the method or means of its attainment. Inthe 
_ absence of this order of conducting the mind in its meditations, effort to enter — 
into the believer’s spiritual rest will be greatly enfeebled. Clearness and 
as strength of conviction in relation to these great and precious truths of the 
— gospel can scarcely fail to exert a strong and efficient practical influence. No 


a author, it is confidently believed, since the apostolic age, has set forth these 
cn volts of “scriptural doctrine” with greater light than the Rev. John Wes- 
‘é ley. And his invaluable treatise on “Christian Perfection” should be read | 


and studied by all who desire to “know the love of God, which passeth 
knowledge, that they may be filled with all the fulness of God.” But it 
should be an occasion of gratitude and joy to the whole “ household of faith, ¥ 
that this blessed doctrine of scriptural Christianity is reviving in the churches 
—that Christians and Christian ministers of different denominations, are 
“waking up” to this great concern. ‘That inquiry, and investigation, and 
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prayer, to know the mind of God concerning them, and the whole body of 
Christ, which is his church, are increasing over these lands, At such a crisis, 
whatever may have a tendency to increase the rising light, and lead the in- 
quiring Christian in the pathway of holiness, to that “ peace of God — 
 passeth all understanding,” should be matter of gratulation with all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Believing, as I do, that the “Guide to Christian Per- 
fection ” is well calculated, as an auxiliary, to advance the principles of that 
« holiness without which no man can see the Lord,” and to lead the sincere | 
seekers of this “great salvation,” into the actual possession of it, | do most 
cordially recommend it to the patronage and prayerful perusal of such as 
desire “the sanctification of the spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Christ.” And as I have derived both edification and comfort from 
reading the pages of the “Guide,” you will do me a favor by entering my 
name on your list of subscribers. 
Yours with much affection and esteem, Soute. 
July 10, 1841. | 


PERMANENT SANCTIFICATION. 


Dr. Pond, in his work on Christian perfection, represents the Oberlin 


teachers as differing from the Wesleyan school, in that they inctileate not | 


merely entire, but permanent sanctification. If we understand him, he re- 
presents them as teaching, that a person once sanctified cannot fall from 
that state. Such, we conceive, would be a dangerous error. And inasmuch 
as such a doctrine is neither taught, nor believed by our Oberlin brethren, 
nor, as far as we know, by any of their associates in spreading the doctrine 
of Scripture holiness, we feel it our duty to set this point in its true light 
before our readers. | 
It is true, that the Oberlin divines teach that we may have entire and 
permanent sanctification. The Wesleyans teach the same. But neither hold 
_ that it is unconditional. Mr. Mahan, in his discourse on the New Covenant, 


represents the privilege of the Christian and the condition of receiving and 


retaining its blessings in the following language: 


“The conditions ou which Christ will fulfil in us what he has promised, as 
the Mediator of the new covenant. These conditions are distinetly stated in 


Ezek. xxxvi. 37, ‘Thus saith the Lord God, | will yet for this be inquired of by 
the house of Israel, to do it for them? The ) 


remind the reader, are these — the unlimited 
demption from the power of sin —the per 
our powers to the ‘whole will of God? 


the divine presence and favor. The condition, on which all this 
is, that God be ‘in 


covenant, ‘to do it for us, 
implies, 
“1. A consciousness of 


hopeless bondage under sin — of the absolute ho 
either of these blessings, : 


pardon cf all sin — entire re- 


through any unaided efforts of our own. 


things promised, permit me to 


fect and perpetual subjection of all 
—and the full and eternal fruition of 


0: is promised, 
quired of? through Christ, as the Mediator of the new 


Now inquiring of Christ for those blessings, 


our need of divine grace — of our infinite cuilt and 
pelessness of our securing 
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3 Permanent Sanctification. 43 
ma “2, Confidence unshaken in Christ’s ability and willingness to do all this for 
@ .<us. Suppose Christ should address you as he did one of old in respect to 
' another subject, —‘ Believest thou that [am able to dothis?’ ‘Do you be- 
lieve that I am now standing at the door and knocking, and that, if you will 
hear my voice, and open the door, | wiil come in and sup with you, and you 
With me,’ and confer upon you this full and finished redemption? What 
would be your answer? Could your soul. settle down immovably upon the 
affirmation, ‘ Lord, I believe ?’ | 

“3, A preference of these blessings above all objects in existence. Suppose 
God should call upon you to litt your heart to his throne, and ask ot him 
what blessing you pleased. Would your mind fasten upon a heart perfectly 
pure, together with its consequences, as the ‘pearl of great price,’ as the 
treasure in comparison with which all other objects are, in your estimation, | 
‘but loss?’ Ii this is your state of mind, there is but one thing more to be 
done, which is this — 

“4, An actual reception of Christ, and reliance upon him for all these bless- 
ings, in all their fulness —a surrender of your whole being to him, that he 
may accomplish im you all the ‘exceeding great and precious promises’ of 
the new covenant. When this is done — when there is that full and implicit 

‘reliance upon Christ, for the entire fulfilrhent of all that he has promised — 
he becomes directly responsible for our full and complete redemption.” 


We understand Mr. Mahan to mean that these conditions are necessary to 
keep us in the full fruition of the divine presence and favor, as well as to bring | 
us into the enjoyment of perfect love. | 

But we are not left to merely infer his meaning. For, in this same dis- 
course, [and what is a little remarkable, it is the one from which Dr. Pond 
inferred so strange a sentiment,] he says expressly, “If by unbelief we sepa- 
rate ourselves from Christ, we of necessity descend, under the weight of our 
own guilt and depravity, down the sides of the pit into the eteTnal sepulchre.” 

We will now turn to Mr. Finney, another of the Oberlin divines to whom 

ee Dr. Pond refers, as teaching that the perfectly sanctified person is sure of 
~ persevering in a state of uninterrupted holiness. Does he teach such a doc- 
trine? Far from it. But he shall speak for himself. We hope to convince 
our readers by a few quotations from his lecture on “SaLtvaTion aALWays 


CONDITIONAL.” 
‘Text —“ Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 


"THIS CONFIDENCE, WHATEVER BE ITS FOUNDATION, CANNOT SECURE THE 
SOUL AGAINST FALLING INTO SIN AND HELL. * 


“The bible abundantly shows, that neither the present sanctification, jus- 
£ tification, or final salvation of believers, is so unconditionally decided as not 
to need warnings, threatenings, reproofs, and admonitions... * * 
“God iuas shut up moral beings to a state of constant reliance upon hire for 
every thing natural and spiritual. We are to depend upon him for our daily 
bread. lie does not send an ocean of waters upon the earth at once, but has 
shut us up to depend upon him for rains in their season. He does not give 
food cnough at once to last a man all his life time. He so arranges his pro- 
vidence, as that, ordinarily, just about food enough for man aiid beast, is pro- 
duced from year to year. In short, he so distributes his temporal favors as to 
make mankind see and feel their constant dependence upon him. 2 
“'This is equally true of spiritual blessings, He gives grace only from day 
to day, from hour to hour, and from moment to moment. He gives to no 
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absurd, if their justification or sanctification were already 


not at all by hope and fear. I answer: 


44 Guide to Christian Perfection. 


man a stock of grace upon which he can depend in future, without a constant 


l upon God. and a continual abiding in Christ. He deals wit 

in spiritual things in such a manner that he can say to his soul, ‘ Soul, thou. 
hast much spiritual goods laid up in store for many years.” But he has made 


continual reliance upon Christ indispensable to perseverance 1n holiness. 
“This course of procedure on the part of God, both in respect to natural 
and spiritual blessings, is naturally and unalterably indispensable to contin- 
ued holiness. Suppose. that God should cause food enough to grow in one 
year to last mankind a century; so that every man could say, in truth, ‘I 
have much food laid up in store for many years ;’ would not such a proce- 


dure manifestly tend to-a spirit of infidelity, to destroy a sense of dependence 


upon God, and beget among mankind a general forgetfulness and neglect of 


God. Who cannot see, that should the arrangements of providence be such | 
oral wants are already provided 


as to make mankind feel, that all their temp a 
for, for a century, or for centuries to come, that it would ruin the world ? 
“ Just so in regard to spiritual things. If by regeneration, God really. did, as 


- some have supposed, change the very constitution of the soul, introduce, or 


implant within the soul a holy principle, that becomes a part of the constitu- 
tion itself; in short, if he so remodeled the faculties, or made any such con- 
stitutional change whatever, as to beget the impression, that the constant 1n- 
dwelling, abiding influences of the Holy Spirit, are not essential to continued 


holiness, it would of course be the cause of universal backsliding and uliena- 
tion from God. : | 


“Tt is, therefore, indispensable to continued holiness, that the mind should 


be shut up to a state of constant reliance upon the grace of God. And noth- 


ing can be more absurd} fanatical, or dangerous, than the idea, that our per- 
severance in holiness, or final salvation, can be rendered unconditronally cer- 
“No one act of faith, nor any other exercise, can render salvation from sin 
or hell unconditionally certain. ‘This is manifest from the fact, that warnings 
and threatenings”are every where addressed to the saints; whi¢h would be 


unconditionally cer- 
“The certain knowledge and belief of unconditional salvation from sin, or 
hell, or of unconditional justification and salvation, would break the power of 
moral government, and insure a fall. It would destroy the balance of mo- 
tives, and nullity entirely the power of that class of motjves that are address- 
ed to the hopes and fears of men. What, I pray you, would all the warnings 
of the Bible avail to sustain the virtue of a man, who already knew himself 


to be in a state of unconditional salvation from sin, condemnation, and hell ? 
Do you answer, that he does not need the 


hey found in the Bible, actuall 
and every where addressed to the saints ? | ssa? 
To this it may be replied, that a sanctified soul is influenced by love, and 
“It is true, that love is the mains 
the hopes and fears of men 
that considerations addressed 


pring of action; but it is also true, that both 
sustain such a relation to moral government, as 


to them, make up an indispensable part of 
a | ( to s of those 
Influences that sustain the soul in a course of steady obedience. , | 


“ Some persons have supposed, that they h erm 
ome p y have attained a stat 
and felt assured that they should never sin 
sags ! t pe veracity of Christ was pledged in such a sense, that He would 
guuty of falsehood, if He should suffer them to fall into sin; and 


mes . y lave they inferred this from the fact, that some promise that Christ 
elrown minds. After- 


p them, had been deeply impressed upon th 


2m, and that all regard to them ° 
‘would be selfishness. I ask, why then, are t i res 
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_ your own. You expected of Christ what He has never promised, except 


promises of the gospel amount only to this, that Christ will keep us of we will 


opposite opinion. What, I said; can the promises of the gospel mean noth- 


_ eration and prayer, with searching the word of God, have led me to the con- 
- viction, that this is the exact truth, and this opinion is in exact keeping with 


tence; so that the promise amounts to this —‘I will keep him in health who 


. truly said, that He keeps those only who will keep themselves—that He 


ments of the Oberlin teachers on this point. 


‘these things for the sake of controversy. We are not the lovers of it; but we 
feel constrained, for the sake of truth and holiness, to defend our brethren 


_their blessedness. We bid them God-speed in labors of love, and will heartily 
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wards, however, they have fallen into sin, and been greatly tempted to enter- 
tain hard thoughts of Christ, to impeach-his veracity, and deny his truth. 

_ “Now the mistake in this case was, in overlooking the fact, that all the prom- 
ises of Christ are,.from their very nature, conditioned upon the continued ex- 
ercise of faith in us.. Misunderstanding the promise, and leaving out of view | 
the condition, was the foundation of the assumption, that Christ was pledged 
for your perseverance in holiness; and if you have fallen into sin the blame is 


upon a condition that you have not fulfilled. _ | 
— ©'To this view of the subject it has been objected, that if this is true, the 


keep ourselves. ‘lo this I answer: 


“That in a very important sense this is true. I have formerly felt this ob- 
jection strongly myself, and was strongly inclined to, and even entertained an 


ing more than this, ‘I will keep him who will keep himself?’ Much consid- 


the whole providential government of God. 

“'Take all temporal blessings. Whe does not know that allthe promises of 
daily bread, are so conditioned upon the use of indispensalle means, as that 
they amount-to this — ‘I will feed him who will feed himself; I wil] take care of. 
him who will take care of himself’? Take all the promises that respect the 
things of this life, and the same will be found to be true. If God promises 
health, it is upon the condition, that we obey the laws of our physical ‘exis- 


will keep himself in health’ If He promises to prolong our natural life, it is 

upon condition that we comply with the indispensable laws of life. So that 

the promise amounts to this —‘I will keep him alive who will keep himself 
| 


alive.’ | | 

“Now the same is emphatically.and eminently true of all spiritual blessings. 
Who does not know, that as a matter of fact, every believer progresses in re-. 
ligion precisely in proportion to his own faithfulness—that God keeps him 
from falling, when he watches, and thereby keeps himself from falling — that 


he has the spirit of prayer, in proportion as he watches unto prayer, and prays 
in the Holy Ghost — and that, as a matter of fact, He keeps the saints, only — 
through their own watchfulness, faithfulness, and efforts. So that it may be 


saves those only who will save themselves. Nor does this in the least degree 
set aside, or depreciate the grace of God.” | he 


_ We now leave this subject with our readers. They can judge of the senti- 


- In closing this article, we would assure our’ readers that we do not notice 


wherein they are misrepresented. We do not require or expect that all who 
embrace the views we entertain of the doctrine of entire sanctification, will © 
subscribe to our sentiments on all doctrinal points; nor is it essential. . 
But, on the glorious doctrine of a full salvation, a goodly number of Chris- | Say 
tians of different denominations do agree; and we rejoice in it; yea, and we é 
will rejoice. We give them the heart and hand of fellowship. We rejéice in : 


join them in the endeavor to spread scriptural holiness over this land and 


world. 
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me the blessing of perfect love. 
me by the hand and said, Fear not ,but believe. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


LETTER FROM MOBILE. 


Dear Breturen, —I have for some time felt that I should — 


make known through your Guide what the Lord has done for me. 
It is with various feelings I attempt to write, fearing I shall seem 


to boast. The language of my heart is, Lord, what wilt thou have 


me to do? I feel to say, Here, Lord, I am, do with me as thou wilt. 
I have enjoyed the blesssing of perfect love over six months. I do 
not recollect the month, or day of the month I received it, but it 
was on Friday night in a prayer meeting for this special blessing, 
and we were praying for perfect love. My prayer was, Lord, give 
While on my knees, Christ took 
I could not then 
believe it was the blessing I had asked for. Satan told me it was 
enthusiasm, presumption, and every thing else, but Christ told 
me it was the blessing I had been seeking. I had some doubts 
till the following Wednesday night, when I heard the experience 


of Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Wesley read from the pulpit. My feel- 


ings were so similar, I could not doubt any longer, such a sinking 
into Christ, such a willingness to do the will of God, such:a reli- 
ance upon him, such an entire trust in him, as I had not before 
experienced. I had a feast of love, and have had many overflow- 
ings of love since, and can now say I love God with all my heart. 


_ I do not have constant joy, but my peace is asa river. I give God 


the glory. 


Your Brother in the Lord, 
March 10, 1841. 


-E; Noyes. 


| For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER 
| FROM REV. E. W. STICKNEY. 
‘Dear Breturen, — Permit me just to say, things are going pleas- 
-antly here. There seems to be an increasing interest in our church 
on the subject of Hoxiness, and this gives an impetus to 
* our other operations, so that while 
aving lately found “Him of whom Moses j law, a 
‘prophets did write,” oth the law, and the 
pre ¥ » Olhers are “inquiring, what they must do 
e saved.” And though the numbers yet small, we do and 


will rejoice, not only in view 
not ¢ of the past and present h 
future also, inasmuch as we are 


an immutable God that our labor, in his service, shall not be in 


a few are enabled to rejoice in 


enabled to rely on the promise of 
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Brotherly Love. 


vain ; Zion shall triumph, the world shall be subdued to our all- 


worthy instruments as we feel ourselves to be. Yes, we are deter- 
mined to labor in view of the ultimate subjugation of the whole 
world to the principle of holiness, holding on to the promise of 
victory with an unyielding grasp, i in full belief that every blow 


~ « blessed, thrice “blessed doctrine you advocate shall become as unl- 
~ versal as human depravity is at present — while all opposition 
to purity shall find its common level in the dark domains of eter- 
nal disorder and despair. Under such considerations we are led 
tosay, in the language of inspiration, “O Lord we will praise 
thee! though thou.wast angry with us, thine anger is turned 
away and thou comfortest us.” ‘In the name of the Lord of hosts 
__we will set up our banner.” O! ‘that every lover of, and believ- 
- er, in the doctrine of personal holiness in the ‘present life might 


not only set up the glorious gospel banner, thus ‘inscribed Ho 


NESS TO THE Lorp, but nail it to the mast, determined never to 


strike it. When this takes place you may look for him whose 


work it shall be to sound the trump announcing the arrival of the 
long looked for period when all on earth and all in heaven, 


shall join in universal concert to, praise their victorious King. 


For the Guide to Perfection. 


BROTHERLY LOVE. 
brotherly love continue.” — 


How important is brotherly love ? How essential to the pros- 
*—  perity of Zion? What church or Christian community can pros- 


2, 


in the Christian church? What bickerings, animosities, bitter 
criminations, and unhappy disputes are seen among professedly 


Christian -And all this, too, in the face of such pas- 
sages as the following: ‘Love the Let brother- 


ly love continue.”” ‘A new commandment I give unto you, that 

e love one another.” ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” ‘Ye are taught of God to love one another.” How 
strong are the obligations of Christians to love one another? God 


conquering King. And this all glorious revolution is to be brotight ; 
about by human instrumentality, even by such feeble and un- ° 


we deal against sin, shall tell on its final extermination from 
our now benighted, polluted, yea, ruine® world; and that the 


- per without it? And yet, strange to tell, how little of it 1s seer 
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_ ‘4, Settled peace I then shall find ; 
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commands it; the peace of the church and society requires it; 


the honor of our holy religion requires it ; and by it we ne the 
genuineness and blessedness of the religion we profess. nd do 
we expect to live for ever in heaven with our Christian brethren 
and not love them in this world? “But why all this want of 
brotherly love? It is because there 1s so little holiness in the 
church, Let the church be made holy, and they will love each 


other. O that all may seek for that holiness which will lead 


brethren to love one another, and without which no man can 


| 
“see the Lord!” R. W. Ay 
 Eastford, Conn. 


From Wesley’s Hymns. 
THE MIND OF JESUS. 
Phil. ii. 5. 
suffer and fulfil” 
- All my Father’s gracious will ; 


Be in all alike resign’d ; 
Jesu’s is a patient mind. 


Jesu, shall I never be 
Firmly grounded upon thee ? 
Never by thy work abide, 

Never in thy wounds reside ? 


O how wavering is my mind, 
Toss’d abojit with every wind! 
_O how quickly doth my heart 
From the/living God depart! 


When ’tis deeply rooted here, 
Perfect love shall cast out fear ; 
Fear doth servile spirits bind ; 
Jesu’s is a noble mind. 
a Jesu, let iny nature feel, | When I feel it fix’d within, 
Thou art!/God unchangeable : e I shall have no power to sin; 
Jan, JEHovaAn, great I AM, How shall sin an entrance find ? 
Speak into my soul thy name. Jesu’s is a spotless mind. | 
Grant that every moment I 
May believe, and feel thee nigh; 
Steadfastly behold thy face, _ 
*Stablish’d with abiding grace. 


I shall nothing know beside 
Jesus, and him crucified ; 
Perfectly to him be join’d; 
Jesu’s is a loving mind. 

Plant, and root, and fix in me 


‘I shall triumph evermore, 
All the mind that was in thee ; 


Gratefully my Ged adore, — 
ettled I the God so good, so true, sb kind; 
Jesu’s is a quiet mind. Jesu’s is a thankful mind. 
Anger I no more shall feel, 
Always even, always still, | 
Meekly on my God reclined ; 
Jesu’s is a gentle mind, 


Lowly, loving, meek, and pure, 
I shall to the end endure ; 

Be no more to sin inclined; 

Jesu’s is a constant mind. 


I shall fully be restored 
To the image of my Lord; 
Witnessing to all mankind, 
Jesu’s is a perfect mind. 
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